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 first exhibit of the new year to feature local artist
fran knueppel: a retrospective

Richmond – When Francis Guthrie Knueppel was just three years old, she started drawing faces. In grade school, she won an art contest and scored breakfast with Gene Autry – but didn’t go because she was too shy. As an adult, she nabbed several scholarships, taught art in her home studio and was featured in numerous articles and galleries for her edgy – and oftentimes controversial – paintings.
From January 24 through March 5, “Fran Knueppel: A Retrospective” will be on display at the Fort Bend Museum gallery. A special exhibit opening reception will be held at the Museum on Sunday, January 24 at 3:30 p.m. Shereen Sampson, site manager for the Museum, said she is especially excited to feature Knueppel’s work as the inaugural exhibit for 2016.
“I met Fran when she owned the delightful Morton Street Gallery in downtown Richmond, and she became a true inspiration to me when I had my own business next door,” Sampson said. “Fran’s artwork captures her internal world, and each piece is a fascinating journey that takes time to fully appreciate. Though her audience is broad, this retrospective exhibit will be a delight to those who are not yet familiar with her work.”

As a young artist, Knueppel said her family wasn’t particularly supportive of her artistic endeavors. “I loved to draw people,” she said, “but my family believed the only things worth painting were portraits and bluebonnets.”
Not a fan of the abstract techniques she was learning in college, Knueppel dropped out of school and worked at home on perfecting her own style of oil-on-canvas, busy watercolors, pastels and drawings. She later completed her degree at the University of Houston and by that time had married, divorced, raised four children – and also discovered her niche. She moved to Birmingham for several years and experienced a season of artistic bliss.

“I simply couldn’t paint enough – I found myself and my success there,” she said. “So many paintings, so many people. It was just a really great time for me.”

She won a contract as the commissioned artist for a large engineering company and was featured in her first art gallery. She also tackled hard topics (especially for the deep South) like segregation, vulnerability in women and the fragility of life.
“I like to have causes,” she said. “It’s very important to me to be able to make my point. Sometimes I know what I need to paint and sometimes I’ll just work until the painting tells me what it wants to be.”
For more information about Fran Knueppel, visit www.franknueppel.com. The Fort Bend Museum is located at 500 Houston Street in Richmond and is open Tuesday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more information, visit www.fortbendmuseum.org or call 281-342-6478.
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