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Early Texas Exploration

Early explorers came to Texas seeking wealth and adventure — and also to
expand their European Empires in the Americas. In the timeline below, match
each event in the early exploration of Texas with its corresponding date.

1492

1519

1528

1540

1541

1598

1685

. Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca

becomes the first European
explorer to set foot in Texas and
wrote the earliest descriptions of
Texas and its people.

. Alonso Alvarez de Pineda is the

first European conquistador to
explore and chart the Texas
coast.

. Conquistador Juan de Onate

founded the first European
settlement in the upper Rio
Grande.

. Hernando de Soto’s exploration

of the Gulf Coast marked the
first European crossing of the
Mississippi River.

. Christopher Columbus sailed

from Spain to explore a new
route to Asia and discovered the
Americas.

. French explorer René Robert

Cavelier established a French
settlement on the Texas coast.

. Francisco Vazquez de Coronado

led an expedition to find Cibola,
the Seven Cities of Gold.
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