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derby day garden party set for may 5;

event will honor docent mary jane kocurek
event raises funds to restore moore home to edwardian-era appearance
Richmond – Get out your big, floppy hats and get ready for the Fort Bend Museum’s third annual Derby Day Garden Party! The event will be held on Saturday, May 5 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the historic John and Lottie Moore Home and will feature delicious food, signature cocktails, music and other outdoor festivities. This year, the event will honor longtime Fort Bend Museum Docent and Richmond resident Mary Jane (Kubelka) Kocurek.
Raised on a farm between Beasley and Kendleton, Mary Jane grew up immersed in Fort Bend County culture. She grew up speaking both Czech and English and translated Czech on behalf of her grandfather until she was in 8th grade. She attended high school at Lamar Consolidated High School in Rosenberg and held various after-school and weekend jobs during that time, including one particular job working at a local café, where she met her future husband William Kocurek.
The two married shortly after she graduated from high school, with Texas A&M’s Brethren minister officiating the ceremony. Mary Jane then graduated from the University of Houston with a degree in elementary education and taught fifth grade in LCISD for several years.
Later, her career progressed into a certification in library science, a path that combined her love of teaching with her passion for books and reading. She worked as a librarian in LCISD for more than two decades, during which time she opened libraries at Crockett and Lamar Junior High schools.

During their 48-year marriage, Mary Jane and William shared a passion for traveling, and went on adventures to Alaska, the Czech Republic and an around-the-world trip in 1990. But even with their extensive journeys, they never stopped giving back to the community they called home.

In 1975, Mary Jane started volunteering as a Docent with the Fort Bend Museum, just after the Moore Home became part of Museum property. She and her friend Rosemary Buddecke took an “all-hands-on-deck” approach, performing tasks at the Museum that included cleaning, giving tour guides and more.

Mary Jane is also involved with a number of other community organizations including the Garden Club of Richmond, Friends of the George Memorial Library, Rainbow Room, the Texas Czech Heritage Society and the Delta Kappa Gamma teachers’ sorority. She helps with the library at the Houston Museum of Natural Science in Sugar Land and has contributed both time and treasures to the Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center in LaGrange, Texas.

Never losing her love of reading, Mary Jane continues to be an avid reader—reading up to a book a day!
“Nothing compares to the satisfaction of reading a great novel, and I adore how one can experience love, travel and all of life’s greatest treasures through the pages of a book,” she said.

Funds raised at the Southern Garden Party go toward the restoration of the 1883 Moore Home. The Museum is currently restoring the home room-by-room to its Edwardian-era appearance.
Tickets are on sale now and cost $40 (general admission) or $35 (members of the Fort Bend History Association). Tickets can be purchased online at fortbendmuseum.org/derby-day-garden-party or by calling 281-342-6478. 

PHOTO: Inspired by her husband’s love of horticulture, Mary Jane (Kubelka) Kocurek developed a love of gardening and is very proud of her beautifully-designed landscape. She is also passionate about reading (sometimes reading a book a day!) and travel.
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ABOUT THE FORT BEND MUSEUM

For 46 years, the Fort Bend Museum has worked to share and preserve Fort Bend County history. Start your visit with a tour of the Museum’s gallery for an overview of life along the bend in the Brazos River, then tour the 1883 John and Lottie Moore Home and 1850s Long-Smith Cottage at 10 a.m. or 1 p.m. to get an in-depth look at family life along the Brazos. The Fort Bend Museum is located at 500 Houston Street in Richmond. Hours of operation are Tuesday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Historic house tours take place at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and $5 for children ages four through twelve. For more information, visit fortbendmuseum.org or call 281-342-6478. The Fort Bend Museum is an affiliate of the Fort Bend History Association.

4/24/18 NOTE: The Fort Bend Museum gallery building will be closed through at least April 30, 2018 for clean-up following a small fire that happened on Monday, April 9. Pre-booked group and school programs are continuing as scheduled; however, there will be no historic home or gallery tours during this time. We apologize for the inconvenience as we work to return the Museum building to a smoke- and soot-free environment!

ABOUT THE FORT BEND HISTORY ASSOCIATION

The Fort Bend History Association is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization chartered in 1967 with the mission of preserving, interpreting and sharing Fort Bend County’s rich history. The Association owns and operates the Fort Bend Museum and Decker Heritage Park in historic downtown Richmond; it also manages the programs at the George Ranch Historical Park and DeWalt Heritage Center. Affiliate organizations include the Fort Bend Museum Docents, Fort Bend Archeological Society and the Texian Time Machine. For more information about the Association, please call 281-342-1256 or visit fbhistory.org. 
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